About the Aquarium

The Belle Isle Aquarium is a regional jewel and is recognized nationally -- and even internationally:

· Oldest continuing operating public aquarium in North America; opened in 1904.

· Home to 4,000 individual animals of 146 species, of which 34 are officially listed as endangered, threatened or already extinct in the wild.

· Of the 32,000 gallons of water, 10,000 gallons is fresh water featuring many native Detroit River species. Remaining exhibits are tropical freshwater and marine displays, including coral reef fish. 

· Endangered or very rare species include: Charco La Palma pupfish, desert pupfish, green goodeids, blue-tailed goodeids, golden skiffia, and Lake Victoria mouthbrooders.

· Best known for successful breeding and rearing of freshwater stingrays, most notably with occelated stingray which has been raised through 5 generations. Offspring of dwarf stingrays have been distributed to more than 12 institutions across the U.S., of which 2 have also produce captive-born offspring using the BIA technique. The BIA has earned the prestigious American Zoo and Aquarium Association Bean Award in 1976, 1980 and 1985 for its success.

· Popular electric eel exhibit, with regular feeding times that visually and audibly demonstrate electrical discharges.

· Its 60 exhibits are very “kid-friendly”, where children are led through an educational self-guided tour and delight in being riddled with fishy questions (such as: Do fish sleep? Can fish drown? Do fish marry?) which are, of course, later answered and explained.

· The Belle Isle Aquarium, housed in a building designed by Albert Kahn (who also designed the Fisher Building, General Motors Building and many other prominent structures across metro Detroit), has a magnificently unique facade with aquatic theme details carved into stone by artists with skills only of days-gone-by. The interior is dominated by a beautiful glass emerald tile arched ceiling.

Photos of the above can be easily viewed on FOBIA's website: belleisleaquarium.com.

It makes CENTS to keep the Belle Isle Aquarium open
THE TOP 10 REASONS WHY:

1. It’s a natural tourist draw on a unique and beautiful island and its the only public aquarium of its kind in the State of Michigan.  

Belle Isle is mentioned on practically every travel guide you read about 

Detroit.  All Star Game & Super Bowl tourists and all other visitors will have another option to enjoy during their visits to our city. 

2. It’s affordable for families.  A family of five can visit for under $20.00.  Where else can a family get so much enjoyment for so little? 

3. It’s child-friendly.  The Belle Isle Aquarium is just the right size for a family outing and a kid’s attention span.   Children are led through a self-guided tour and delight in being riddled with fishy questions (such as: Do fish sleep? Can fish drown? Do fish marry?) which are, of course, later answered and explained.

4. The Aquarium is within 10 minutes of some of the city’s most affordable and best restaurants for families.  (Big Boy, IHOP, Traffic Jam).

5. It’s educational.  Where else can our City’s children go to see and learn about aquatic life and see endangered species?  The fascinating fish and underwater life in the Belle Isle Aquarium help to inspire respect for the world’s precious water sources and living creature, especially those in the Great Lakes and Detroit River. 

6. It’s an award winning Aquarium.  The BIA has earned the prestigious American Zoo and Aquarium Association Bean Award in 1976, 1980 and 1985 for its success.  The Edward H. Bean Award recognizes efforts institutions for their work in the management and husbandry of various animal species in their care. The award acclaims the most significant birth or hatching of a species or subspecies, or a significant propagation or management program contributing to the reproductive success of one or more species or subspecies.

7. It’s in an historic building designed by the internationally noted architect Albert Kahn who designed some of Detroit’s finest buildings, e.g. the Fisher Building.

8. It has the distinction as being North America’s oldest continuously operating public aquarium – since 1904. 

9. It’s a valuable and unique cultural institution our City can’t afford to lose.

10. It’s what the PEOPLE want. 
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